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SUBJECT: AFGHANT^tam SITUATION AS VIEWED BYl 

1. I CALLED ONL^ - 

[AND ASKED HIS INITIAL IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
AFGHANISTAN SITUATION. HE APPEARED TO WELCOME 
OPPORTUNITY ~fO GIVE HIS VIEWS, AND COMMENCED BY 
r ^J28SERVING THAT HIS STATEMENTS WOULD 8E PERSONAL 

2. HE SAID HE HAS ALWAYS REGARDED THE KING AND 
ROYAL FAMILY IN AFGHANISTAN TO CONSTITUTE GUARANTEE 
AGAINST SOVIET DOMINATION OF THAT COUNTRY AND OF 
MODERATION ON THE PUSHTUNISTAN QUESTION. 
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3. ON OTHER HAND 
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THROUOUGHLY INDOCTRINATED BY SOVIETS UNQTE AND AS LEADER 
WHO WOULD ESSENTIALLY FOLLOW THE SOVIET LINE. FliOTWFO- 
MORE.f 
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4. SPECULATED ON POSSIBILITY OF OPPOSITION 
auTCoiNG tffHro DAUD'S COUP D'ETAT, 08SERVtNG THAT 
SEVERAL TRIBAL AS WELL AS RELIGIOUS LEADERS TJWED THEIR 
LOYALT.Y TO KING, HOWEVER, SAID HE WAS INCLINED TO DIS- 
COUNT THE POSSIBILITY OF ANY SUCCESSFUL COUNTER COUP 
D'ETAT INASMUCH 'AS OPPOSITION FORCES WOUL0 LIKELY* BE 
UP AGAINST VERY 'SUPERIOR ARMOR CONTROLLED BY DAUD ANO 
HIS SUPPORTERS. • a 

E- ^ , " ! 

5. OK TO TERH IRAN AS BEING CAUGHT IN 
'A *rri3HTER SOVIET^ 3 1 NCER, SURROUNDED BY IRAQ, INDIA AND 

NOrt AFGHANISTAN — ALL CONTROLLED OR INFLUENCED BY THE 
SOVIETS. ";. * * 

6. I ASKED"" ZlP I MIGHT BE CORREGT IN ASSUMING 
THAT, ALTHOUGH hSi HAD CHARACTERIZED HIS REMARKS AS 

PERSONAL, -THESE MIGHT NOT IN F'ACT BE WIDELY SHARED 
AMONG HIS COLLEAGUES. HE IMMEDIATELY* RESPONDED 

IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. "RE ADDED THAT CHINESE WOULD VERY 
LIKELY MAKE A SIMILAR ANALYSIS OF THE SITUATION. 

7. COMMENT: I CAREFULLY REFRA I NEO-FSDM GIVING ANY 

INDICATION WHATSOEVER OF SHARING! ^_,VIEWS, AND 

IN FACT TOOK PAINS TO GUEST 1 011 S0"mT~0F THESE WITH DE- 
LIBERATE SHOW OF SKEPTICISM. WE ARE INCLINED TO BELIEVE 
THAT MANY' OFFICIALS DO INDEED -HOLD VIEWS SIMI- 

LAR TQ'tHSSETHERE EXPRESSED. IT WOULD BE QUITE CONSISTENT 

WITH KNOWN .VIEWS OF OVERALL SOVIET INTENTIONS FOR 

THEM TO SEE DAUD^S* COUP AS ONE ELEMENT IN SOVIET CON- 
SPIRACY RATHER* THAN INDIGENOUS AFGHAN PO&ER PLAY. 
SANDERHOFF 
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